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IsRael Tlumismatic Society 


OF ILLINOIS 


JANUARY 1989 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 

The 219th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will he held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 


Wednesday, January 25, I 989 


8:00 P.M. 



PROGRAM FOR JANUARY: We are very fortunate to have secured popular 
speaker Norman Sussman to give his slide presentation, "Searching 
for Jewish Roots in Russia." Mr. Sussman, a professional fund¬ 
raiser for Histadrut America, has heen invited to give this program 
in Detroit and elsewhere throughout the Midwest. Bring a guest! 



RECAP OF NOVEMBER MEETING: Hunt Unger called the meeting to order at 8:20 with 13 
members in attendance. A list was circulated for those wishing to contribute to the 
rent for our meeting place. We thank Mr. Melvin Greenstein for contributing $15 for 
the rent for this month, and will try to acknowledge in due turn those members who 
contribute each month's rent. Herbert Hubert reported that he had spoken to Mr. 
Loundy, President of Devon Bank, about reducing the fee the club pays for its checking 
account, but was unable to obtain any reduction. After some discussion, it was deci¬ 
ded not to apply for meeting space at the Skokie Public Library. 

Coin orders were not taken, but it was suggested that members ordering from A.IN.A. 
could request that their orders be sent to Bob Greenstein, mentioning the INS of Illi¬ 
nois, and J. J. Van Grover would allow the club a 5% discount. 



SHOW AND TELL: Our first exhibitor was Dr, Saul Needleman , who displayed 
a fine St. Patrick farthing showing King David playing the harp. The St. 

Patrick coinage was made in Ireland in the mid- to late-l?th century (cir¬ 
ca 1645-1 675 ) and the halfpenny was imported to New Jersey by Mark Newby 
and made a legal tender there by the General Assembly in May, 1682. Both 
denominations have a brass insert over the crown, making it appear to be 
made of gold. Many die varieties exist of these coins. Don Oppenheim displayed a 
bronze medal of Israel commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Jerusalem lodge of 
B'nai B'rith. Though B'nai B'rith was founded in 1843, the lodge at Jerusalem was not 
established until 1888. The secretary of this lodge was Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, the found¬ 
er of modern Hebrew, whose signature in Hebrew is shown on the 10 lirot Independence 
commemorative coin of 1974. Ben-Yehuda was also the founder of the Technion in Haifa 
and other charities. (The current president of B'nai B'rith is Dov Ashbel, formerly 
President of the Bank of Israel, who knew Yitzak Avni.) Our third and last exhibitor 
was Robert Leonard , who showed autographed copies of three standard reference books 
written by the late Richard S. Yeoman, A Guide Book of United States Coins , A Catalog 
of Mo dern World Coins , and Current Coins of the World . Bob also showed material from 
the I 988 Coinage of the Americas Conference in New York, at which he was a featured 
speaker. 
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At the conclusion of Show and Tell Hunt introduced our auctioneer, Ben Odesser, who 
proceeded to call INSI's most successful auction ever, with over $200 Being raised. A 
great deal of worthwhile material was donated, much of it numismatic. Special thanks 
to Harry Flower for his generous donation and to all our "buyers. 

RECAP OF DECEMBER MEETING; Due to an oversight By BoB Leonard our slide program was 
not arranged in advance and no Bulletin was sent out, though an attempt was made to 
contact all members By telephone. Consequently only five members were in attendance. 
President Hunt Unger called the meeting to order, and there was a general discussion 
of plans for programs for I989. A tentative schedule was worked out, and, while the 
programs originally planned for January and February have fallen through, we are off 
to a good start and should Be able to present some excellent programs in the coming 
year. 

A last-minute Backup program of slides of ancient Jewish coins was presented By Dr. 

Saul Needleman using his own slides plus a few Biblical Numismatic Society slides Be¬ 
longing to BoB Leonard. Despite a temperamental automatic focusing adjustment on the 
slide projector, an excellent overview of this subject was given, with appropriate 
commentary from our resident experts. 

SHOW AND TELL: Dr. Saul Needl eman . our first exhibitor, showed a copy of his article, 
"A Token View of Thomas Paine," in the January 1989 issue of The Numismatist . Congra¬ 
tulations, Saul! Robert Leonard , the second and final exhibitor, displayed a copy of 
Theoderich's Guide to the Holy Land , now available in paperback 800 years af- 
ter it was written. Bob also exhibited eight coins contemporary with Theo- 
derich's pilgrimage in circa 1172: an obole and denier of Amaury I, king of 
CrMy Jerusalem 1162-1173; an obole and two varieties ("rough" and "smooth") .of 
^**tL*r denier in the name of Baldwin of Jerusalem; a denier of Foulques of Anjou, 
king of Jerusalem 1131-1144 (the tomb of Foulques and those of two of the Baldwins are 
described by Theoderich); and two copper coins of the Zenghid atabeg Nur-ad-din Mahmud, 
1146-1174, who is alluded to by Theoderich as a currently-ruling prince. 

DUES: Dues for 1989 of $12 are now payable to Joe Sporn. They may be sent to the club 
box if you are unable to attend the meeting. 

IN MEMORIAM: INSI member Bob Schwartz passed away December 5. 1988. Bob had been in¬ 
active in recent years and last attended a meeting at the Homecoming Meeting September 
24, 1986, and had not been seen much for a year or two prior to that, but he was a 
regular at our meetings in the mid-1970's. 

HELP WANTED: Due to his election as president of the Chicago Coin Club, the editor 
feels oblidged to resign, effective with this issue, after nearly six years. During 
this time he has missed only one issue—last month's—except for the time he was li¬ 
ving in California. Among our many distinguished professional members there must be a 
few who feel that they could do as well or better, perhaps by using a computer with 
word processing and desktop publishing software, instead of hand typing each issue as 
is done now (the editor has had a PC and this software for years, but has not used it 
because he feels that the print quality from his dot-matrix printer wouldn’t be.high 
enough). If you are among them, please speak to Hunt Unger at the January meeting. 

The editor will be pleased to give you his full cooperation during the transition. 
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The 223rd general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society 
of Illinois (INSI) will be held at the 

CONGREGATION BETH EL 
3050 W. TOUHY AVE. 

Chicago, Illinois 60645 

Wednesday, May 24, 1989 8:00 P.M. 

In a return to numismatic themes, the program for the 
meeting will be a discussion of Jewish Mint Masters as 
presented by our guest speaker, Mr. Martin Mainzer, who is a 
partner in a C.P.A. firm. As usual, the speaker will lead 
off the meeting which will begin promptly at 8:00 p.m. 
Politeness dictates that members be there on time so as not 
to interrupt the speaker’s presentation. 

Bring a friend to what promises to be an interesting 
meeting. 

RECAP OF FIRST QUARTER 1989 

The JANUARY meeting saw Mr. Norman Sussman, a former 
fundraiser for ADL and the Bnai Brith, who described a 
recent trip to the Soviet Union where he visited with 
surviving members of his father's family in Minsk. This 
city, a center of Jewish culture in the 1700’s is undergoing 
a building boom in residential housing but otherwise 
maintains the somber profile common to Russia in recent 
years. 

A synagogue is open again in Minsk and Mr. Sussman was 




called to the Torah during the services he attended. He was 
able to find the street in which his father had been born in 
1885, but the log cabin in which he was born was torn down 
only recently. In general, the presentation was interesting 
and informative in offering a non-political view of life in 
a major Russian city. 

In FEBRUARY and continued in the APRIL (held early in May) 
meeting, Mr. Richard D. Rotberg of the Jewish Federation/ 
brought us another view of modern Russian life - that 
related to the incorporation of Russian refugee Jews into 
the American and Jewish community in Chicago. We were told 
of the preparations needed in arranging selection to come to 
the United States and of the efforts of the Federation and 
the community in resettling Soviet Jews into the community 
at large. 

Approximately 100-200 families per month reach Chicago. The 
Combined Jewish Federation and HIAS have a contract with the 
U.S. government to find positions for the resettled Jews 
within four months. This is often difficult to attain 
because in many cases, comparable positions do not exist 
here for the positions held in Russia. The situation is 
further complicated by the varying definitions of 'engineer' 
and 'doctor' held by the Russians against American standards. 

Of the limited numbers of Jews permitted to leave the Soviet 
Union, about 95% opt to come to the U.S, a few to Israel, 
some to Australia and some to Austria. An interesting 
discussion developed after the speaker's presentation. 

The INSI was saddened by the report of the death of the 
father of Herb Lippitz at age 91 and still in active 
practice as a dentist. 

In a change of pace, the MARCH meeting was highlighted by a 
presentation on Israel's High Technology and the Future by 
Mr. Dennis Gelbart of the Israel Trade Commission. We were 
pleased to learn that Israel's high-tech industries were 
developing at a reasonable pace because many multi-national 
corporations have found that one had to turn to Israeli 
(Jewish) scientific know how if they wanted to get the job 
done. The film shown as part of the presentation illustrated 
the many American companies that have joint effort projects 
with Israeli companies. 

A special feature of the meeting was the heartfelt TSAYSCHEM 
LESHALOM to Joe Sporn, early member of INSI, who has retired 
and is moving to California, via Arizona. Past-President, 
past-treasurer, Joe also is fondly remembered as the person 
who brought the coffee and goodies to the meeting for many 



many years. But that's not the only reason we will miss Joe 
at future INSI meetings. 

While the issue of who would replace Joe as Treasurer was 
resolved when Bob Greenstein volunteered to pick up this 
position once again, INSI was faced with another problem 
when Hunt Unger announced that he must resign the President's 
office because of the declining health of his wife. In a 
rather impromptu election, the mantle of office has been 
placed on Norbert Jericho who agreed to assume the role for 
the remainder of the year. 

COMMENTS 

The attendance at meetings has fallen to an average of 10 
members over the past year or so. The rate of attrition is 
going up. At the present rate, it does not appear that INSI 
will survive to see its 230th meeting. I hope I am wrong, 
but unless each member quits waiting for someone else to do 
something about it and goes out to solicit new members, to 
bring friends to meetings, to come to every meeting, we will 
go out of existence. The quality of our programs is good. 
There are people out there who would enjoy hearing our 
speakers - but they have to be invited . 

SHOW AND TELL 

As with the membership, the number of exhibits each month 
has gone down precipitously. The same 2-3 people bring 
things in, interesting things, but everyone else sits back 
and waits to be entertained. This year we have seen genuine 
and counterfeit coins of the Byzantine period, of about 565 
C.E., coins of the Ukraine and tokens produced by Stack's in 
N.Y.(Bob Leonard). We saw two interesting post cards which 
served as Passover greeting cards and a number of tokens 
issued by Jewish organizations or for famous Jews.(Ben 
Odessor). We have seen a series of florin coins issued by 
England including the socalled "Godless" type and its 
successor— (Saul Needleman) .We even were shown an article 
from Scientific American magazine on the Aharonov-Bohm 
effect, supporting the idea of strong creativity in the 
Jewish population(Don Oppenheim). 

We thank Norbert and Bob for accepting their respective 
offices and look forward to seeing everyone at the meeting. 
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Coins of The Bible 

Shekel was used for offering 

They shall give... half a shekel Because the coins of Tyre were the 

after the shekel of the sanctuary... an on *y ones accepted, a group of money 
half shekel shall be the offering of changers operated in the outer court of 
the Lord. the Temple. They functioned just as 


Exodus 30:13 


by David Hendin 

Silver shekels and half shekels 
minted in the Phoenecian coastal city 
of Tyre were of such high-quality 
silver and uniform weight that they 
alone were preferred for the annual 
offering. 

One would think these coins were 
offensive to the Jews and the early 
Christians because they carry the 
image of the Greek god Melqarth. 
Surely this was considered a "graven 
image" and thus prohibited. 

Yet, it is stated in early Jewish 
writings that the stigma of using 
money bearing a "graven image" could 
be removed if the coins were thrown 
down and not passed from hand to 
hand. Thus, it is probable that the 
annual half-shekel tribute offering 
was thrown into a collection basket 
or box. 



of Malqarth; reverse: eagle. 


foreign-currency exchanges do today, 
charging a fee of eight percent to 
convert foreign currency into the coins 
of Tyre. 

During the middle of the first 
century AD, these money changers 
apparently became very competitive, 
and perhaps unruly, thus causing the 
episode about which we read in 
Matthew 21:12: 

"And Jesus went into the temple of 
God and cast out all them that sold 
and bought in the temple, and 
overthrew the tables of the money 
changers... And said unto them. It is 
written, My house shall be called the 
house of prayer but ye have made it a 
den of thieves.” 

(Editor's Note: Send your 
questions on Biblical coins to David 
Hendin at P. O. Box BOS. Nyack NY 
10960. When possible he will answer 
these questions in future issues of 
The delator.) 



The Celator February 1989 


Coins of the Bible 

Lepton incited patriotism 


And thou shall set upon the table 
showbread before Me always. And 
thou shall make a candlestick of pure 
gold: of beaten work shall the 
candlestick be made... And thou shall 
make the lamps thereof seven... 

Exodus 25:30, 31, 37 

by David Hendin 

This coin of Mattathias Antigonus 
is the only ancient coin that portrays 
the sacred Temple implements. Anti¬ 
gonus, who reigned from 40-37 BC, 
was the last of the Maccabean kings. 
He was succeeded by Herod die Great,' 
a client of Rome. 

Since these bronze coins were made 
more than 100 years before the fall of 
Jerusalem and the destruction of its 
Temple, it is probable that the artist- 
designer actually had seen the imple¬ 
ments he depicted. 

Since it was forbidden to represent 
these objects artistically, one must 
search for a reason why it was done. 



Antigonus was engaged in a 
struggle for survival against Herod, 
who was backed by Roman troops. 
Thus, the Maccabean king may have 
been looking for ways to excite the 
patriotic fervor of his followers. 

Perhaps Antigonus depicted the 
candelabra and showbread table on his 
coins both to encourage his supporters 
and to remind the people of their duty 
to preserve the sanctity of the Temple 
from the foreigners. 

When the Jerusalem Temple fell in 
70 AD, Titus carried the sacred 
candelabra, and perhaps the table, to 
Rome as booty. The candelabra itself 
is shown in the reliefs of the Arch of 
Titus in Rome that portray Titus's 
triumphal march. 

(Editor's Note: Send your 
questions on Biblical coins to David 
Hendin at P. 0. Box 805, Nyack NY 
10960. When possible he will answer 
these questions in future issues of 
The Celator.) 



BRONZE LEPTON of Antigonus Mattathias (reigned 40 
B.C. to 37 B.C.). Obverse: Candelabra. Reverse: Showbread 
table. 


